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Diabetes Prevalence by Alberta Communities

What’s New – Further PHAC Funding for the ADSS

he prevalence of diabetes varies from 
community to community in Alberta. In 

order to summarize this information, we have 
profiled diabetes prevalence for communities in 
Alberta with a population of at least 1000 people 
in the figure on the inside of this newsletter. The 
communities at the top of the figure 
have the highest prevalence while the 
communities at the bottom of the 
figure have the lowest. The vertical 
line in the middle represents the 
overall provincial age-adjusted 
diabetes prevalence (4.6%) – 
therefore, values to the right of this 
line are higher than the provincial 
average, and values to the left of 
this line are lower.

To make the most 
valid comparisons of 
diabetes prevalence 
from community to 
community, age 
must be taken into 

consideration. 
Because the risk of 
diabetes increases 

with age, 
communities 
with older populations would tend 
to have increased rates of diabetes. 
By adjusting the prevalence rates for 
differences in age, we are able to directly 
compare communities without age being 
a factor.

The lowest 
diabetes 
prevalence is 1.9% 
in the community 
of Priddis.  This is 
less than half the 
provincial rate.

Over the last calendar year, the ADSS 
team travelled within Alberta to bring local 
diabetes information to different communities. 
From North to South, we have been to Fort 
McMurray, Peace River, Grande Prairie, 
Westlock, St. Albert, Leduc, Consort, Red 
Deer, Calgary, Medicine Hat and Lethbridge. 
This active dissemination of the ADSS, and 
the launching of our ADSS website was made 
possible in part with funds from the Public 

Health Agency of Canada (PHAC).
Since the reception around Alberta has 

been so positive, and an evaluation of 
the dissemination activities was deemed 
successful, the ADSS team applied for further 
funding from PHAC to help continue to 
support these efforts. In June 2009, we were 
notified that we were successful in receiving 
another year of funding to continue this type 
of active dissemination of the ADSS.

The highest 
diabetes prevalence 
is 15.1% in the 
community of 
Siksika.  This is 
over 3 times the 
provincial rate.
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